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WATER RESOURCES - DESALINATED SEA WATER AND SOUTH WEST YARRAGADEE AQUIFER 

769. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Minister for Water Resources: 
Given that the government seems set to support the Nationals’ call to pump desalinated sea water from 
Esperance to Kalgoorlie and that this could save 12 gigalitres a year from the integrated water supply scheme, 
will this change the government’s determination to pump 45 gigalitres a year from the south west Yarragadee 
aquifer? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
In answer to the first part of the question, the government has not indicated support at all.  There is a proposal 
from United Utilities Australia to put in place a desalination plant and a pipeline to take the water north to 
Kalgoorlie. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Roe to order for the second time. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  The issue is: will it be in the public benefit?  Will it cost more for the users?  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Roe to order for the third time. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Therefore, we are looking at how we get independent advice that will work with UUA 
and the Water Corporation, which would be the purchaser of the water, to make sure that there is a proper 
process.  As I think the member is most probably well aware, the price the Water Corporation is saying it would 
need to pay for the water is considerably different from what UUA is offering.  A lot of factors go into that; it is 
not a simple calculation.  This process is to make sure that the proposal is properly considered and the risks are 
factored into the price so that we know whether there will be a net benefit to the community.  The issue of 
utilising the south west Yarragadee is not related to this, because there is already a fixed capacity in the pipeline 
from Mundaring Weir to the goldfields.  There is demand right across the integrated scheme, which not only 
covers the south west, but also includes Kalgoorlie.  The issue is how the demand in Kalgoorlie can be best 
serviced.  One of the matters that needs to be taken on board is the possibility of an expansion of demand in 
Kalgoorlie and throughout the goldfields.  We would then have the problem of meeting that demand if the water 
had to come from Mundaring Weir or other sources in the south west.  There is a range of very complex issues.  
We are keen to make sure that the proposal by UUA is properly and fully considered.  The Treasurer has 
responsibility for the Economic Regulation Authority, and he will put together a process by which the proposal 
can be properly assessed.   
 


